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REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Held at: 45 E. Buena Vista Street
Highland Park, MI 48203-3322

Tuesday, April 14, 2026
6:00 PM

APPROVED MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER —
The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Sanford at 6:07 PM.

ROLL CALL —
Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education X Present [JAbsent
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education X Present ] Absent
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education X Present []Absent
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education X Present L]Absent
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education X Present ] Absent
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education X Present L]Absent
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education X Present [JAbsent

QUORUM
COMMUNICATIONS

(1) HP Journal- Copies provided for the BOE and public
Mr. Pettway let all know that the quartly spread will be in next month’s edition

(2) Letter to B.O.D. (Fiscal Distress):
Mr. Pettway read the fourth paragraph on to the record that states that the BOD is not in fiscal distress.

(3) B.O.D Letter (Board Member Behavior)

Discussion:

APPROVE MEETING AGENDA

MOTION: VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE APRIL 14, 2026 MEETING
AGENDA
SUPPORT: TREASURER WALKER SECONDED.
DISCUSSION: Mr. Pettway explained that there was a formal request from Ms. Harris to go into a closed session,
Ms. Harris with drwals
XIAS PRESENTED.
LJWITH MODIFICATION, MOVING THE PRESENTATION OF THE AUDIT PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC
COMMENTS.
ROLL CALL:
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Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education LYes XNo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education OYes XNo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo

MOTION CARRIED 5-2

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Agenda Items Only — 3 minutes only)

e None

MOTION TO APPROVE MARCH 10, 2026, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

MOTION: VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MARCH 10, 2026 MEETING
MINUTES
SUPPORT: SECRETARY HARRISON SECONDED.

DISCUSSION:
XAS PRESENTED.
LIWITH CORRECTIONS,
ROLL CALL:
Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education [IYes XNo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education OYes XNo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education [(1Yes XINo

MOTION CARRIED 4-3

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

President Sanford read a press release that was issued yesterday in response to being contacted by a reporter
regarding a pending lawsuit. She also addressed recent incidents of violence in schools, noting that Barber
Preparatory Academy has renovated its front vestibule to enhance security measures. She emphasized the district’s
commitment to being proactive rather than reactive, stating that the safety of students remains the top priority.
President Sanford concluded by asking that any concerns or suspicious activity be reported to Mr. Pettway, CEQO.

Mr. Pettway explained that established protocols govern the interaction and engagement between the Board of
Education (BOE) and the Board of Directors (BOD). He stated that, per the bylaws and board policies, the CEO
serves as the intermediary between the BOE and the BOD. Any concerns should be directed to him first; if he is
unavailable, school leadership should be contacted. He further clarified that Accel is a full-service management
company, and its employees are not employed by the BOD or the district. Concerns should always be directed to the
appropriate parties. Regarding the recent incident, Mr. Pettway noted that he was not initially contacted and had to
reach out to BOE members himself. He emphasized the importance of following established protocols, as failure to
do so may create potential legal liability.
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DISTRICT DEPARTMENT REPORTS AND INFORMATION

(1) FINANCE-ALAN C. YOUNG, PC. PRESENTED BY MR. PETTWAY (LUSKA GERMAN HAD ANOTHER
ENGAGEMENT)-

Mr. Pettway reported a surplus of $378,876 and explained that a portion of the district’s bonds will need to be
redeemed to pay down debt early. He noted that resolutions will be presented to the Board once finalized. He
further explained that the state will determine whether the district will pay a reduced amount over time or shorten
the repayment period.

Mr. Pettway also stated that the district has transitioned its depository services from Huntington Bank to Argent. He
confirmed that he has requested the release of funds totaling $2,844,866.85, which are expected to be available
by the following morning.

Ms. Wheeler inquired about bond attorney Mr. Gavin and whether he is billing the district monthly. Mr. Pettway
clarified that no billing is currently taking place.

Ms. Walker encouraged continued progress.

Ms. Wheeler also asked about the debt service fund, and Mr. Pettway explained that it is the account used to service
the district’s debt to the state.

MOTION TO APPROVE MARCH 2026 FINANCIALS
MOTION: VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MARCH 2026

FINANCIALS.

SUPPORT: TREASURER WALKER SECONDED.

DISCUSSION:

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education Yes XNo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo

MOTION CARRIED 6-1.

(2) BOARD GOVERNANCE/OVERSIGHT REPORT VANESSA GULLEY, PROVISION-
Ms. Gulley reminded the Board of Education (BOE) that work on the SID reports is underway, with a report
expected on Wednesday. She expressed enthusiasm for the upcoming Saturday meeting, noting that it will
include participation from the Board of Directors (BOD). She shared that the session will cover how schools are
funded, followed by lunch with the BOD and time dedicated to mentorship. Ms. Gulley also noted that the
censure policy has been updated and that printed copies have been provided.
Mr. Pettway outlined the schedule for Saturday’s event, stating that a continental breakfast will be served at 9:00
a.m., the BOD will join at 12:00 p.m., and the event will conclude at 2:00 p.m.
Ms. Gulley concluded by thanking the BOE for the opportunity to be part of the Board’s development.

(3) HPSD REPORT- MR. ISAIAH PETTWAY, CEO

eAccessible Parking: Reserved parking spaces for individuals with disabilities will be repainted.

eADA Compliance (Curb): Mr. Pettway reported that, following a meeting with the mayor last Tuesday, the curb
area is currently not ADA compliant. As the property is not owned by the district, the city will address the issue. He
publicly thanked the mayor for her prompt response in sending an engineer and committing to resolve the matter.
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e Parking Lot Update: The parking lot has been repaved and is now in compliance with insurance requirements.
Mr. Pettway shared that discussions were held with the mayor regarding the potential purchase of lots across the street,
including the portion with the basketball court. As the property is part of a public park, any sale would require voter
approval via a city ballot. The mayor indicated the property is not currently for sale; however, the possibility of a lease
agreement is being explored, pending review of the city charter. Ms. Wheeler inquired about the parcel near the basketball
court, and Mr. Pettway provided clarification on parcel sizes and availability.

e Elevator Update: Mr. Pettway reported that the elevator mechanical components have been replaced, and
electrical updates are currently underway. The Board of Education (BOE) approved up to $150,000 for the project, with
$62,000 spent to date, remaining well under budget. Ms. Wheeler asked about the project timeline, and Mr. Pettway noted
that completion timing is uncertain due to supply chain delays.

e Security Enhancements: Mr. Pettway discussed the installation of new security doors and noted that metal
detectors are on order. He explained that the devices are designed to be non-intrusive in appearance and will be integrated
with automatic locking systems. In response to Ms. Wheeler’s question, he confirmed that visitor identification is verified
using a scanning system that records information and prints visitor badges.

o HPSD Office Renovations: Mr. Pettway provided an update on renovations at the HPSD office, expressing
enthusiasm for completion. New computers are expected to arrive before the May BOE meeting, and Board members will
have the option to sign them out. He also emphasized the importance of the planned window replacement project at Barber,
noting it is a significant undertaking and may face delays due to the current political climate.

¢ Dream Academy Application: Mr. Pettway reported that a revised application for Dream Academy has been
received. The applicant incorporated prior recommendations and resubmitted for review. The application will be evaluated
and discussed with the Board regarding moving to phase 2.

BOARD OF EDUCATION SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Executive Committee Report- Ms. Roberts reported that the Executive Committee met on April 1. During the
meeting, the Dream team presented, along with Mr. Juan Shannon, who introduced his transportation plan. The
committee also discussed the upcoming retreat scheduled for this weekend.
Mr. Pettway added that the Dream Academy team has additional information to present during closed session. He
further explained that Mr. Shannon is seeking the support of the Board of Education (BOE) for his transportation
initiative, including a vote of confidence. The committee requested additional information from Mr. Shannon, and
once received, it will be presented to the full Board for consideration and decision.

2. Finance Committee Report- Ms. Walker has recommendations to bring to the board but not at this time, she asks
the Finance Committee to keep in mind the present situation politically and to make sure we tight on our funds. We
also need to keep extra money received in case of an emergency.

3. Educational Expansion Committee Report- Meeting was canceled. The next meeting is last Wednesday in the
month

4. Fundraising Committee Report- Mr. Pettway reported that the team has met and is in the process of purchasing and
installing a new sound system for the auditorium, with the goal of completing the project prior to the spring concert.
Electrical work has already been completed.

He also shared that the Board approved the next fundraising initiative, which will focus on providing fall school
picture packages for all students. All fundraising efforts between now and the fall will support this initiative,
including raffles during Coffee and Conversation events and other Board-approved activities.

Additionally, discussions were held regarding potential summer events to celebrate the district’s progress in
addressing its deficit, with ideas centered around the Jazzy Jam event.

Mr. Pettway concluded by noting that donor letters are complete and will be sent out.

QUESTION:
Mrs. Harris asked if there was a lawsuit at all from Ms. White. Ms. Sanford replies that the district has not seen
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anything.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS-

NEW BUSINESS

1.Motion to Approve City Works Invoice for replacement of hot water tank
MOTION: VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE CITY WORKS INVOICE
FOR REPLACEMENT OF HOT WATER TANK SUPPORT: SECRETARY HARRISON SECONDED.

DISCUSSION:

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [No
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0
2.Motion to Approve Appraisal of Ford School

MOTION: VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE MOTION TO APPROVE

APPRAISAL OF FORD SCHOOL AMENDED TO INCLUDE BABER SCHOOL AND UP TO $30,000.

SUPPORT: TREASURER WALKER SECONDED.
DISCUSSION: President Sanford inquired whether a specific dollar amount should be established. Mr.
Pettway responded in the affirmative. Ms. Harris noted that an appraisal had already been completed;
however, Mr. Pettway clarified that the appraisal was for a comparable building, not the current facility.
He further stated that the average cost typically ranges between $3,000 and $10,000. Ms. Roberts then
asked whether an appraisal should also be conducted for Barber Preparatory Academy. Ms. Harrison
asked why we are spending the money to have Ford school appraised Mr. Pettway explains we have had
multiple offers to buy the building and its in the boards benefit to know what the building is worth.

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0

3.Motion to Approve: Board Member training Budget Review and Reallocation
Discussion: Mr. Pettway explains that to date the BOE has budgeted for around $69,000 and has spent
$42,000. Mr. Pettway asked what they would like to do with the remander of the funds that we need to
allocate. July 1% starts a new fiscal year.

MOTION to reallocate the remaining $22,000 for the use of board members for development: VICE
PRESIDENT ROBERTS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE SUPPORT: SECRETARY HARRISON SECONDED.
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DISCUSSION:

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [No
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education OYes XNo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo

MOTION CARRIED 6-1
Ms. Wheeler asked if Ms. Gulley can could some info about workshops before June 1. Ms. Sanford says yes.

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS (3 minutes only)
None

BOARD OF EDUCATION AFFAIRS & COMMENTS
1.Board Consideration of Censure Extension: Doris Harris
Mr. Pettway explains that Ms. Harris has 5min to respond and reads the resolution
Ms. Harris’ response: She has no knowledge of all that has been written up. She did not have any discussion with
any staff members, and she is only negligent in leaving her home. She is not guilty.

Motion to Approve MOTION to the censure extension for Doris Harris: VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE SUPPORT: TREASURER WALKER SECONDED.

DISCUSSION:

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education OYes XNo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education LIYes XNo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education [JYes XINo

MOTION CARRIED 4-3

2.Board Consideration of Censure Extension: Janet Spight-White
Ms. Spight-White stated that the matter is not about her or Ms. Harris, but rather about concerns regarding
resources for special education students. She provided her account of the events and observations, explaining that
she was unfamiliar with IEP processes and, after leaving the situation feeling concerned, reached out to Ms. Harris.
She further stated that, based on her experience, Board members have historically been permitted to enter and exit
the building without restriction and that she was not previously aware of any policy requiring otherwise. She noted
that she has served on the Board for eight years and had not encountered such a policy. She also stated that security
personnel allowed access to the building and that she had not been required to sign in or faced restrictions in the
past. Ms.Spight-White expressed concern that the matter was discussed at a Board of Directors (BOD) meeting
without her knowledge and stated that she was not afforded due process. She concluded by stating that she believes
the situation is unfair and reiterated her position that the issue centers on advocacy for special education students.
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*7:30 pm Ms. Roberts leaves the room
7:31pm Ms. Roberts re-enters the rooms

Ms. Sanford commented that Ms. White has been apart of this board for a long time and questioned how Ms. White
does not know who we serve in this school and the policy and procedure. Ms. Sanford explained how the BOD has

a separate policy from the BOE and they govern who comes in and out of the building. She mentioned that, for the

record, she has never wandered around the building without going to the office and siging in. She further expressed
how she would never want a parent to listen to how these concerns were handled.

Mr. Pettway proceeded to acknowledge that Ms. Harris has brought up multiple times that Ms. White's statement of
events is not true. He addressed and corrected the policy statements that were made. He went on to explain that
Barber school has had this policy in place for some time. He then expressed how Ms. White’s statements were
misleading regarding when she received notice because we had to make sure Accel was advised in order to keep
the district from further legal liability. This was explained to the board prior to this meeting. Mr. Pettway then
explained the BOD actions. He then explained that the new censure policy was put into place by Ms. White, and
the policy has since been revised, and all those provisions have been provided to Ms. White and Ms. Harris. Due to
repeated interruptions, he added that people do not give the same respect that they require, and to pay attention to
the adults at the table. He wanted to make it clear on the public record that it is frustrating when members of this
board go out and misrepresent what has been done; it is unfortunate. He further explained that regarding the IEP, it
is disrespectful to imply that Barber is ignoring these children. Lastly, he mentioned that when he was notified of
the issue, he reached out to member White, but she did not reach out to him. He then asked her about her concerns
and further explained them in the context of her visit to the classroom. Mr. Pettway explained that special
education is not funded for the current year; it is based on the previous year. He voiced his concern about how this
is viewed by the public and by the staff.

Ms. Harris speaks and explains that she has no knowledge of what Mr. Pettway is explaining.

Ms. Harrison comments that we gave the BOE members 5 minutes to state their cases regarding the censures, she
asks that moving forward if we could follow that.

Mr. Pettway asks that a motion be made for sake of process.

Motion to Approve MOTION to the censure extension for Janet Spight-White: VICE PRESIDENT
ROBERTS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE SUPPORT: SECRETARY HARRISON SECONDED.
DISCUSSION: Ms. Harrison stated that she believes all parties were given the opportunity to present
their perspectives and expressed a desire to move forward. She noted her disappointment in fellow Board
members and emphasized that misunderstandings can arise when individuals are unfamiliar with certain
issues. She also shared that her professional focus has been on supporting children.
Ms. Wheeler expressed confusion and disappointment regarding the censure policy and the current
situation, which she described as divisive. She stated that the ongoing conflict among Board members is
concerning and questioned the basis for the censure. She further noted that additional procedures and
clarity may be needed.
Ms. Walker stated that there has been ongoing conflict within the Board and expressed concern about the
impact on its effectiveness. She shared her perspective that the school and its staff are working in the
best interest of students, based on her personal observations.
Ms. Roberts commented that the situation is disheartening, emphasizing the importance of unity and
collective responsibility as a Board. She stated her support for the censure, citing concerns related to
safety protocols and prior experiences. She also noted the importance of maintaining respect for the
school community and expressed concern about the actions that have taken place.
President Sanford raised concerns regarding the potential impact of the situation on the district’s
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insurance, noting that maintaining coverage is essential for operations.
Ms. Wheeler requested the opportunity to respond to comments made.

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [No
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education [IYes XNo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education OYes XNo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education [1Yes XNo

MOTION CARRIED 4-3

CLOSED SESSION
Motion to Approve MOTION to go into closed session to discuss property transactions at 8:04pm:
SECRETARY HARRISON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE SUPPORT: VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS

SECONDED.

DISCUSSION:
ROLL CALL:
Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [No
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education OYes XNo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education Yes XNo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education [JYes XINo

MOTION FAILED 4-3 (2/3 needed to pass)
Mr. Pettway discusses the purchase of Ford School from Dream for $15,000.
Ms. Harris asked about the appraisal vote and gave the board the option to table their vote until the appraisal.
Ms. Harris asked Mr. Pettway to check if we can sell a building under market value price, Mr. Pettway said he would

check, Ms. Roberts would like to make a motion to table the discussion pending the appraisal

MOTION to table the discussion regarding the property transactions:VICE PRESIDENT ROBERTS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE SUPPORT: TREASURER WALKER SECONDED.

DISCUSSION:

ROLL CALL:

Ms. Cheryl Sanford, President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Famika Roberts, Vice President, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Yolanda Harrison, Secretary & Sergeant-at-Arms, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Cassandra Walker, Treasurer, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Doris Harris, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Linda Wheeler, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo
Ms. Janet Spight-White, Member, Board of Education XYes [INo

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 7-0
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CONFIRMATION OF THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING

REGULAR MEETING: Tuesday, May 12, 2026 @ 6:00 p.m.

Adjournment

Motion to Adjourn at 8:10 PM
MOTION: MEMBER HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:10PM
SUPPORT: PRESIDENT SANFORD SECONDED.
MOTION CARRIED 6-0.

Respectfully submitted by:

Yolanda Harrison 13/05/2026
Yolanda Harrison, HPBOE Secretary Date

Signature: .~
Yofanda Harrison (May 13, 2026 13:36:42 EDT)

Email: harrisony@hipark.org
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