MAY 2026

Greetings from Chief Education
Officer Isaiah Pettway

It'’s May, and the School District of the City of Highland Park continues to make moves!

If there’s one word | would use to characterize HPSD's year to date, it would be
“momentum.” Some of the progress we're making flies under the radar. But, like the Earth
spinning on its axis at over 1,000 miles per hour without most of us noticing, the fact is
real advancements are happening in key areas. The end result is better facilities, expanded
services and improved outcomes for our scholars.

| am pleased to report that our financial position continues to strengthen. The steps we

have taken over the past year to build fiscal stability are yielding real results. By June 30, we
estimate the District will have a fund surplus of approximately $365,000. We are on a clear
and confident path forward with a financial foundation that will allow for greater flexibility to
invest in the people, programs and places that matter most to our community.

One of our most significant investments our improved financial picture has allowed is
safety upgrades at Barber Preparatory Academy. Renovations to the main entryway help
school staff better handle outside visitors. Keeping our scholars safe is, and will always be,
our number one priority. We are making meaningful improvements to ensure that Barber
Prep is a place where students feel secure, supported and ready to thrive.

As we move forward, we do so with our community beside us. Transparency is not a talking
point for us; it is a practice. We remain deeply committed to open, honest dialogue with the
residents, parents and partners who strengthen Highland Park. District bulletins hosted on our
website and social media platforms (hipark.org) keep residents up to date on significant issues.

| encourage everyone to take advantage of our ongoing Coffee & Conversations

community dialogue events. It's a great opportunity to hear directly from District
leadership about where we are headed and what we are working on. You also are
always welcome to schedule a personal appointment with District
administrators to ask questions, share feedback or simply connect.

This community built something special here. Together, we are
protecting it, improving it, and growing it. Thank you, as always,
for your trust, your voice, and your partnership in putting
Children First.

With gratitude and determination,

A

Isaiah Pettway
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District Wins

HPSD is dedicated to building our
scholars into successful students of life.
Often, this effort means putting tender
love and care into our actual buildings.

The District is committed to improving
our infrastructure. So far in 2026, this
has included efforts to modernize the
elevator at Barber Preparatory Academy,
overhauling the school’s main entrance
for enhanced security and upgrading its
hot water heater to ensure students have
safe, sanitary water.

Through the HPSD Fundraising
Committee, we also have secured funds
for a state-of-the-art sound system for
Barber Prep’s gymnasium.

Our district office has gotten a facelift,
too. We want it to serve as a welcoming
space that can comfortably host
community members for events like
Coffee & Conversations.




More Coffee,
More Conversations

Coffee & Conversations continues to be a hit. The dialogue series is
a visible component of our commitment to open communication and
giving community members an active voice in the District’s future.

To date, we have hosted three events with steadily increasing
attendance numbers. Topics have included the potential of a district
high school, partnership with community organizations, and further
communication improvements.

Thanks to input received at one of the sessions, the District is
developing a Frequently Asked Questions page on the HPSD website
that will help clarify our district structure and Authorizer’s role, among
other things. We also are developing a glossary of commonly used
educational terms.

Stay tuned for future Coffee & Conversations dates. Times and
locations are posted on hipark.org and the District’s Facebook page.

Highland Park Happenings

There’s never a dull moment at HPSD. Enriching activities that
light the fires of creativity in our scholars and set them on a

path to success have filled the school year.

Join us for

COFFEE (5 =t
CONVERSATION

with HPSD

Get the latest updates
on district activities
with President
Cheryl Sanford

Use your voice to help shape the future of education in our community!

Times and locations are posted on hipark.org

and the District’s Facebook page.

We have enjoyed watching our scholar-
athletes grow through winter and spring
sports. Our middle school students plotted
their next steps at Barber Prep’s High School
Fair. Science and math enthusiasts participated
in the STEAM Slam. Top academic performers
enjoyed a showing of The Lion King at the
Detroit Opera House, and we saw tremendous
energy in numerous activities during March is
Reading Month.




School Board Shoutout

Educational excellence is an evergreen objective at HPSD. We further
its growth by championing a culture of internal improvement. Leading
by example, our Board of Education has diligently worked to improve ATTENDANCE

its institutional knowledge and streamline processes to better serve MATTERS!

Highland Park children and families.

) i . Did you know that regular school :
Board members have been active learners, going to significant lengths attendance is one of the strongest §=

to identify and implement best practices. Members have attended predictors of academic success? " : : *’ ' .
four national conferences and participated in multiple state and local Missing even a small amount of - d !
training sessions. school can impact a student’s s ¢
performance. Research shows =

Lessons learned at these events are reinforced by in-house training N .

focusing on proper governance, oversight and effective operations. significantly affect achievement
A Board-sponsored sexual harassment training module also was and long-term outcomes
attended by the Board of Directors of Barber Preparatory Academy. That’s why we work so hard

to ensure that our scholars
make #SchoolEveryDay
a priority.

We thank our Board members for walking the walk and demonstrating
that learning is a lifelong pursuit.
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Focused on student success through
rebuilding, growing and achieving.
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District Administrators

Isaiah Pettway, MPA, BA
Chief Education Officer
(313) 402-0266
E: pettwayi@hipark.org

Camille Wright
Executive Assistant/
Office Manager
(313) 402-0266
E: wrightc@hipark.org

Luska German, FCCA
Finance Director
(313) 873-7500 ext. 213
E: finance @hipark.org

Lorri Rishar, MBA
PR & Marketing
(517) 853-6787

E: lorri@hipark.org

Cheryl Martin, M.Ed.
Office of Transcripts
(313) 550-2959
E: records@hipark.org

ENROLLING NOW FOR PK-8

BARBER
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www.hipark.org
313-402-0266

www.barberprep.org
313-957-3005

Board of Education Members

Cheryl Sanford
President
sanfordc@hipark.org

Yolanda Harrison
Secretary
harrisony @hipark.org

Doris Harris
Trustee
harrisd@hipark.org

WHERE TO FIND US

Highland Park School District

12360 Woodward Avenue
Highland Park, MI 48203

(313) 402-0266
www.hipark.org
n @highlandparkschooldistrict

Famika Roberts
Vice President
robertsf@hipark.org

Cassandra Walker
Treasurer
walkerc@hipark.org

Janet Spight-White
Trustee
whitej@hipark.org

Linda Wheeler
Trustee
wheelerl@hipark.org

Barber Preparatory Academy

45 East Buena Vista St.
Highland Park, Ml 48203

(313) 957-3005

www.barberprep.org

n @barberprepacademy



