
With summer well under way, those of 
us in the school community are excited 
to turn our thoughts to the new school 
year. Class lesson plans, scheduling, 
building preparations and more bring 
us together and build our anticipation 
for a great year ahead.

The pandemic impacted so many 
parts of our lives – health, family, 
travel, recreation and, of course, 
education. We applaud Barber Prep 
scholars, teachers, staff and Board of 
Directors for giving their best efforts 
during this very difficult time. They met 
the challenges of online and hybrid 
learning as well as the uncertainties 
that came with the pandemic.

The Highland Park School District 
and the Board of Education met 
regularly to review new state orders, 
plan for the district’s future and 
promote a positive environment 
that continues to put Children First. 
Their commitment and dedication to 
providing a high-quality education 
for the children of Highland Park  
remains unwavering as we all  
prepare for a great 2021-22  
school year.

Gearing up for Fall 2021: 
In-classroom, hybrid 
learning await scholars 
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As the newly elected president of the
School District of the City of Highland
Park Board of Education, I thank you
for your past support and the commitment 
you have made to our community. My 
intent is to put Children First every time.

I will strive to work cohesively with all of 
you, acting with respect, kindness and 
consideration. I will work alongside of  
you to rebuild our school  district so that  
it becomes the standard of excellence 
that our students deserve.

I am confident that success is within our 
reach because of our collective gifts. We 
share a genuine love and care for our 
children and families.

Thank you for allowing me this
opportunity to serve you and our  
city’s children.

For more information on fall 
enrollment and key dates, visit 
barberprep.com or hipark.org.

Shamayim Harris



New media center to greet scholars 
at Barber Preparatory Academy

Summer
Scholars

The long-anticipated media 
center at Barber Prep is ready for  
returning scholars for the fall 
2021-22 school year. 

This vibrant space will better equip  
scholars for success in the digital  
world and broaden their educational 
experiences through individualized 
learning opportunities. The media center 
will help encourage learning and inspire 
scholars to accomplish anything.

The Highland Park School District Board of Education 
and Barber Prep Board of Directors are excited to 
introduce our new educational services partner, Accel 
Schools Michigan.
 
We have a shared vision of creating an enduring  
educational relationship that will provide education  
excellence at Barber Prep. We will cooperatively  
accomplish this through school design, comprehensive 
education programs and sound management principles.

ACCEL transforms education and brings new  
opportunities to students and families of all back-
grounds. They partner with communities across the 
country to create safe and supportive learning  
environments where all students can grow socially  
and academically. ACCEL presents students with a  
comprehensive set of proven educational practices 
personalized to their unique needs.

Welcome Our  
Education Partners

Visit Accel at accelschools.com
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Meet the Board
Highland Park School District

Board of Education

Mark Your Calendars
August 2021 - March 2022

AUG

10
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber

AUG

3
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Business
Location: Zoom

SEPT

14
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber

Board Meetings

NOV

9
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber

OCT

12
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber

DEC

14
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber

FEB

9
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber

JAN

11
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber

MAR

8
Time: 6 p.m.
Meeting: Regular
Location: Barber



12360 Woodward Avenue
Highland Park, MI 48203
Phone: (313) 402-0266

www.hipark.org

Highland
Park

45 East Buena Vista St.
Highland Park, MI 48203
Phone: (313) 957-3005
www.barberprep.com

Where to f ind us

Board of 
Education Offices

Connect with us 
on Facebook

@barberprepacademy
@highlandparkschooldistrict

District Administrators

Caneia Taylor
Administrative Assistant 

(313) 402-0266
E: taylorca@hipark.org

Cheryl Martin
Office of Transcript

(313) 550-2959
E: records@hipark.org

Kevin A. Smith
Director of Operations

(313) 402-0266
E: smithke@hipark.org

Luska German
Finance Director

(313) 873-7500 ext. 213
E: finance@hipark.org

Zakia Gibson
Chief Education Officer 

(313) 402-0266
E: gibsonz@hipark.org

Lorri Rishar
PR & Marketing 
(517) 449-7435

E: lorri@hipark.org

Meet the Board
Barber Preparatory Academy

Board of Directors

Board President
Mr. Jason Patton

Vice President
Ms. Anistia Thomas

Treasurer
Mr. Brian Fisher

Ms. Cassandra WalkerMs. Cassandra Walker

Member
Ms. Doris Harris

Secretary
Ms. Marielle Bersche

Member
Dr. Anita Bates

Mark Your Calendars
August - September 2021

Barber Prep Key Dates

Family Festival
AUG

27PK-8 Registration 
Night

AUG

11 First Day of School
SEPT

7

Thank you for your service

on the Board of Directors


