
School District of the City of Highland Park 
            Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 
 
 
            Highland Park Renaissance Academy 
     45 Buena Vista 
            Highland Park, Michigan 48203 
                    Tuesday, November 13, 2018 
      6:00pm 
 
             

            
® Call to Order- Meeting was Called to Order at 6:06pm by Alexis Ramsey, Board President 
 
® Roll Call- Teresa Kelly-Member, present/ Jamille Edwards-Member, absent  
                     Linda G. Wheeler, Secretary, present/ Alexis Ramsey-President, present 
         Morquet Ash-Shafii-Member, present/ Cheryl Sanford-Treasurer, present 
         Eban Morales-Vice President, present.      QUORUM  
 
® Moment of Silence  
 
® Communication  
       ® Resolution Honoring Mrs. Pettway will be read at next official board meeting. 
 
® Citizens Participation (Agenda Items Only 2 minutes) - Na 
 
® Approval of the Board of Education Agenda  
Wheeler made a Motion to Approve the Agenda for Nov. 13, 2018. Ash-Shafii,    
   Second,  MOTION PASSES.  
® Approval of Minutes  
Wheeler made a Motion to Table the Minutes of Oct. 09, 2018. Ash-Shafii,     
    Second,  MOTION PASSES.   
® Director of Operations Information- Kevin Smith, Director of Operations 
    

  



2.  
 

 

                   a. Website Design, Kevin Moore Visionmoore Concepts, LLC 
                   b. School Report Card/ Academic Performance- Zakia Gibson 
                        Morquet Ash-Shafii made a Motion to direct the Highland Park Renaissance  
                        Academy PSA Board to Summit a Corrected Action Plan by December 12, 2018. 
                         Linda G. Wheeler, Second, Roll Call Vote attached.  
                                      MOTION PASSES UNANIMOUSLY  

      c. Facilities Improvements Timeline- Brian R. Ellison, MCD- 
          Intersection Consulting Group  
      d. Monthly Financial Report- LaShandra Thomas, Clairmont Group  

 
                   

® Old Business   
 
® New Business  

a. Approval of FY 2018 audit- Yeo & Yeo  
Audit from Yeo & Yeo Received and Filed.  

b. Authorization of Sinking Funds 
                            Morquet Ash-Shafii made a Motion to pay for services from Sinking Fund to 

Brian Ellison, Intersection Consulting Group   
 $17,500.00 for facilitating the Facility Assignment of HPRA.  
Wheeler, Second. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Teresa Kelly-Yea/ Linda Wheeler- Yea/ Alexis Ramsey- Yea 

                        Cheryl Sanford-Yea/ Morquet Ash-Shafii-Yea/ Eban Morales-Yea 
                         MOTION PASSES UNANIMOUSLY   

® Board of Education Affairs 
          ® Acknowledgement of Newly Elected Board members 
          ® Board Member Comments 
 
®Citizens Participation (2 minutes) 
 
® Adjournment-  Wheeler made a Motion to Adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm. Ash-Shafii,  
       Second, MOTION PASSES.  
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, Linda G. Wheeler, Board Secretary 
  

 
 
 
 











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

LEGAL OPINION RE: USE OF SINKING FUND PROCEEDS 



 
 

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

    12360 Woodward Avenue 
     Highland Park, Michigan  48203 

 
 

 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF SINKING FUNDS  

 

 
At a regular meeting of the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the School District of the City 
of Highland Park (the “District”), held on November 13, 2018, the following preamble and 
resolution were moved by Member _______________________ and supported by 
Member_______________________: 
 
 

RECITALS: 

 
WHEREAS, the Board at its regular meeting held on September 11, 2018, approved a 
competitively bid proposal of The Intersection Consulting Group (“Contractor”) for a contract in 
the amount of not to exceed $17,500 to perform certain facility assessments, environmental 
studies, master planning and coordination of contracting for the construction of capital 
improvements to the Renaissance Academy building owned by the District, and to assist the 
Board in undertaking certain land entitlement, parcel mapping and land use determinations in 
connection with a proposed plan for the development and construction of a future high school 
site for the District (“Services”), subject to District administration’s identification of available 
District resources to pay for Contractor’s services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District established a sinking fund under Section 121 of the Revised School 
Code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1212 (the “Sinking Fund”) and levied a tax under Section 1212 of 
the Revised School Code until December 2016 for the purpose of funding the purchase of real 
estate and sites for, and the construction or repair of school buildings of the District, which 
includes the Renaissance Academy building; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District has proposed allocating funds available from its Sinking Fund to engage 
Contractor for performance of the Services on behalf of the District; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District inquired of and obtained from its general counsel, Clark Hill, PLC, a 
legal opinion advising that use of Sinking Funds to pay for Contractor’s Services would be a 
lawfully permissible use of such funds in accordance with state law; and  



 
WHEREAS, based on the advice of its legal counsel, the Board desires to authorize the use of 
$17,500 from its Sinking Fund to pay for the proposed Services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. Based on the findings of the District’s legal counsel in its opinion attached as Exhibit B 
hereto, the District is hereby authorized to appropriate not to exceed $17,500 from the 
District Sinking Fund for the purpose of engaging Contractor to perform the above 
described Services and due diligence activities for District properties. 
 

2. In support of this authorization, the District shall have an independent audit of its Sinking 
Fund conducted annually, including a review of the proposed uses of the Sinking Fund 
authorized by this Board, and shall submit the audit report to Board and the department of 
treasury as required by the Revised School Code.   

 
 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 
 AYES: _________________________________________________________________   
 
 NAYS: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Motion Declared Adopted. 
 

____________________________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Education 

 
         November 12, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




